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This walk  passes through Down Holland. The name is apt because it would
take little imagination for the visitor to believe they had been transported to
some polder in the Netherlands in descending from lofty Ormskirk (50m
above sea level). The land is flat, the agriculture arable and the walking
easy. The route incorporates the Cheshire Lines Path and the Leeds-
Liverpool Canal.

Start: Car park: Carr Lane. From A59 Lydiate Roundabout, turn right onto B5407 and
then immediately right to Moss Lane. After 2 miles on reaching A5147 Southport Road
turn right. ½ mile along turn left into Station Road. Take the next right, Punnell’s Lane.
Carr Lane is obliquely opposite to left.

1.Car Park to The Ship at Haskayne (9 Km or 5½ miles:1¾ hours)
From the car park (Pic 1) join the Cheshire Line Path passing sign for Lydiate Station on
your right. (Pic 2) Follow it for a little under 5Km/3miles, 1 hour until you reach Moss
Lane Bridge, again clearly signed. (Pic 3) This is the route of the Cheshire Lines Railway
Company that once linked Liverpool to Southport, and was officially closed in 1952.
Through the work of Sustrans, a national charity that promotes and develops safe routes
for cyclists and pedestrians, the disused track was turned into a recreational path and
cycleway in the late 1980s. Exit from path using sliproad on left in front of bridge, then
turn right to cross it. Moss Lane is aptly named; to the left and right of you is a prairie of
dark, rich soil. The lane is narrow and cars have to use passing places to negotiate it. After
crossing another bridge (over a disused branch of the old railway) turn left at first junction
(Pic 4) and walk to Haskayne. Once in the village turn left at T junction into School Lane.
On reaching A5147 Southport Road, cross it into Rosemary Lane (Pic 5) to reach the Ship
Inn (Pic 6)  and the Leeds- Liverpool Canal just beyond.

2. The Ship to the Car park. (5 Km or 3 miles:1 hour)
Turn right onto the canal tow path. Follow the canal towards Lydiate. After 4 Km or  2½
miles you will reach  Lydiate Hall Bridge (Pic 7). Cross bridge, turn right onto a footpath
that leads to Southport Road. (Southport Road cannot be accessed from the tow-path.)
Turn right. After 300m turn left into Station Road. After lane bends to left turn right into
Punnel’s Lane. Cross Altcar Lane into Carr Lane. Car park at end.
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